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REPORT. 


SUMMER SCHOOLS. 


Diserror No. 2.—Miss Euwa R. Drury, Teacher. Miss Drury’ ap- 
peared anxious to keep a good school, and considerable progress was 
made ;——perhaps all that could be expected with such an irregular at- 
tendance as is shown by the accompanying table. 

No. 3 was taught by Miss Rosetta H. Fay with good success. We 
were well satisfied with the recitations at the examination. 

No. 4.—Miss Jutrette E. Noyses had the care of this school, and 
proved to be an efficient and successful teacher, 

Nos. 5, 6, 7.—No Summer School. 

No. 8.—This was a satisfactory school. Miss Ciara HE, Cnasz, 
Teacher. | 

No. 9 was taught by one of our experienced teachers, Miss Mary L. 
Watkins, with excellent success. 

No. 10.—Miss Esrette M. Hoorzr had the charge of this school and 
conducted it to the entire satisfaction of your committee. 

No. 11.—This was the first attempt of Mary E. Wuirine at teach- 
ing. At our visit at the commencement of the term we were not quite 
satisfied with the order; neither was the teacher. We were disap- 
pointed in our intention to visit the school at its close ; consequently we 
cannot speak positively of the success, though from what we ascertained, 
we think there was improvement in discipline, and that Miss Whiting 
kept an acceptable school. 

No. 12.—This school was ably conducted by Miss Carrie O. Mason, 
The attendance and punctuality were remarkably good for this district, 
showing that the teacher pessessed a controlling influence over her 
pupils. 

No. 13 was taught by Mies Uarrm J. Evzrerr. We were much 
pleased with her school. The scholars made goed progress, and Miss 
Everett possessed the tact of making those learn who were naturally 
averse to studying. 

No 14.—Miss Frances A. Taompson was teacher. Her labors were 
_ rewarded by the commendable .advancement of the scholars in the dif- 
ferent branches. 
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| WINTER SCHOOLS. 

listricr No. 2.—The winter term was taught by Miss Sinvia M. Tar- 
BELL. She proved herself a faithful and efficient teacher. ‘The pupils 
made good progress in their studies and their attendance at school was 
better than during some former terms. Miss Tarbell was very success- 
ful in securing good order. 

No. 3.—The winter term was taught by Mr. Epwarp 8. Srarx- 
wratHer. The pupils made some improvement during the term, but 
the teacher seemed too much inclined to do the work for them. Good 
order appeared to be maintained. The number of absences and tardi- 
nesses was greater than it should be in a school of its size. 

No. 4.—The winter term was taught by Mr. Juraam M. Patng. The 
discipline of the school was excellent, and the system of recitations and 
the general working of the school capital. The examination was very 
satisfactory, the pupils showing marked improvement in their studies ; 
but the old complaint of too many tardinesses still exists. We were 
particularly pleased with the recitation in Grammar and Parsing,—also 
with the class of small pupils in oral Arithmetic. We consider the 
school a very good one. 

No. 5.—Taught by Miss Mary A. Hastines. This was the first term 
held in a new and convenient house, creditable to the district. This 
is not an advanced school, but the scholars were studious, accomplishing 
much. We regard Miss Hastings as a promising teacher. 

No. 6.—This is a small school, but it has some advanced scholars, 
and, as to deportment, we have never visited a school, where, for a serieg 
of terms, the pupils were so orderly without restraint from the teachers ; 
and with a good teacher, as Miss Esretre M. Hoorur is, the past could 
not be otherwise than a profitable term. 

No. 7.—Miss Mary F, Proctor has taught in this district several con- 
secutive terms with decided success, and we think to the entire satisfac- 
tion of the parents. 

No. 8 was taught by Miss M artHa A. Ourier. This was her first at- 
tempt at teaching; but as the school, was not large, and the scholars 
well disposed, she had good success. ‘The Reading was better than is 
often found in schools of larger and more advanced scholars. The great 
end to be obtained by the reading exercise in schools appears to be, in 
many instances, entirely overlooked. We have visited schools many 
times when the classes were permitted to run on in any careless style 
they might choose to adopt, having neither pauses nor inflection ; the 
great aim being apparently to go over the greatest amount of ground in 
a given length of time. It would be far better in such cases to omit the 
reading exercise entirely. 

No. 9.—Miss Mary L. Warxrtws led her scholars along during this 
term in the same profitable manner that characterized the summer 
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school. She gaye prizes, so bestowed as to create much einulation 
among the pupils, and, we think, with the effect of increasing their 
progress. 

No. 10 was taught by Mr. J.L. Hovauron. The school appeared 
well, and the scholars made good proficiency in their studies, showing 
a thorough understanding of what ground they had been over. The 
method of reading, perhaps, might be improved. * 

No. 11.—Taught by Miss Emuty M. Greeve with as good success as 
could reasonably be expected in so uncomfortable a house. We consid- 
er it, in its present condition, unfit to keep a school in. 

No. 12 —The number of scholars was very small for this district. 
We visited the school but once near its close, when it appeared very well. 
It was taught by Miss 8. Louisz: Haz. 

No 13 was taught by Miss Carriz O. Mason with her customary 
success. The Albeine exercises of the school were creditable to both 
teacher and scholars. There was, however. that lack of interest evinced 
in the reading of some of the older classes which is too often common 
in our schools, and might be easily overcome with a dittle careful’ 
training. 

No. 14 was taught by Miss Roszrua E. Fay. Miss Fay is a good 
teacher, and the school prospered well under her care, but we think she 
might have held the reins of government a little more firmly with 
profit. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


It is certainly gratifying to our citizens to estimate the privileges, 
which we hold, and the advantages we enjoy in our common schools as 
they exist at the present day, compared with what they were half a 
century ago. We would not claim for them anything like a perfect 
system of operation; but we believe we cannot attach too much im- 
portance to them. Through their agency the young are prepared for 
an entrance into nearly every department of active life; and in them, 
in most cases, receive their entire outfit. 

Many of our observing and intellectual citizens, however, entertain 
the idea that our schools are not of 80 high a moral tone and standing 
at the present time as they were ten or twelve yearssince. In some 
particulars it may appear that this is even so, though unwilling we 
may be to admit the fact. Yet the cause and the cure are quite bee 
to any one who will look into the matter for himself. 

There are many persons of both sexes who are anxious to engage in 
the occupation of teaching, as one which will give them an honorable 
position in society,—mere striplings, hurrying themselves forward to a, 

"premature occupation of a place which will yield a fair remuneration 
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for services rendered, with but little real labor to be performed,—in 

fact, an almost sinecure office. The labors of a faithful teacher are 
arduous; and when the pseudo teacher finds the real amount of labor 

he must perform, he must either shrink from the responsibility before 

him, wrong his, pupils, and disgrace the ealling of a teacher, or quit’ 
the field in disgust. There isno greater mistake made in studies than 

leaving the rudimental branches half learned, or at best but indifferently 

comprehended, to hurry forward to some higher department of litera- 

ture. There can be no more fatal error committed by one who intends 

to take upon himself the noble profession of a teacher, than an in- 

different preparation in the lower branches ; a thorough scholarship is 

indispensable. Ignorance breaks out the rounds of the ladder by which 

he would assist the young to climb. We may well look to this as one 

cause of failure to become successful teachers, at the present day, of so 

many. They are not qualified for their post. Not one half are what 

can be called first class teachers. A showy display of scientific and 

literary accomplishments, built upon the precarious foundation of half- 

‘learned rudiments, is not what can give success to a teacher. One can- 

not expect to succeed in teaching another what he does not well know 

himself. 

We have noticed in some of our schools that Grammar was entirely 
omitted because it was not convenient to attend to the study of Latin, 
when it was quite certain that the scholars were not so far advanced but 
that they would have been much benefitted by a review of English 
Grammar; and especially the daily routine of a judiciously selected 
exercise in analysis and parsing, infringing but little on the time of 
other studies. 

When the services of a good teacher have been secured in a district, 
it would be a wise policy to retain him or her through a series of terms, 
if it could conveniently be done. A good teacher will get the confi: 
dence of his pupils, anda more genial spirit will exist between them 
than among strangers; and for the most successful teaching, it is abso- 
lutely necessary to understand the dispositions of the pupils; and the 
time taken for a stranger to learn all this, is partially lost to the school. 

We would suggest the propriety of employing female teachers in our 
winter schools, ‘where the scholars are mostly small, or where the school 
is easy to manage ; though we have known many female teachers to 
have as much Zact to manage difficult schools as the best male teachers. 
The occupation of teaching young pupils would appear to be more 
particularly the province of females, as they are generally more familiar 
in their intercourse with children, and thereby better gain their confi- 
dence, without which no teacher can be really successful. The services 
of competent female teachers can nearly always be secured at a lower 
cost than those of a man, and thus add some days or even weeks to the 
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length of the school; and also, at the same time, with the present 
scarcity of labor, leave the men at liberty for some other employment, 
for which many of them are equally well capacitated. 

Another great cause of the partial failure of our common schools to 
accomplish what we wish for our children, is the lack of interest mani- 
fested on the part of the parents. There are in nearly every district 
parents who rarely or perhaps never see the inside of the school-room 
from January to December, though their children may be constant at- 
tendants; knowing nothing of the condition of the school or scholars 
except what they may chance to learn through the easily biased minds 
of children; and if,anything happens to go wrong, as they think, in- 
stead of trying to codperate with the teacher to redress the grievance 
with a thorough investigation and friendly assistance, they stand ready 
to overthrow the whole school together. Parents should remember 
' that children are but children, and view nearly everything in a colored 
light, and are very easily prejudiced either for or against anything with 
no very good reason. ‘Then let every parent watch the school for him- 
self; not on the outside, but the inside, with at least a monthly visit, 
anda hearty union in the work with the teacher. Let him see that his 
children are at their places punctually in the morning, and never with- 
out good reason detained from the school when it is in session; since 
every day's, or even hour’s absence from a recitation necessarily pro- 
duces some derangement in the plans of the teacher, besides the loss of 
time to the scholar and the school. 

We think the welfare of our schools demands that the teachers should 
have a good systematic drill at some Teacher’s Institute ; especially if 
they are inexperienced and have not some well devised and matured plan 
of work by which to be governed in the labors of the school-room. 
Even old teachers would, in all probability, be greatly benefitted by a 
short intercourse with other teachers, such as would be gathered at an 
Institute, and by comparison learn many things that could well be put 
in practice in the school. Old systems and forms often become stale and 
irksome ; then something new, even if no better, might be well adopted ; 
and no better place to get new plans and ideas fora teacher can be found 
than at a Teacher’s Institute. 

J. Wu. KNIGHT, 
J. W. HAYWARD, 
G. H. GILBERT. 
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SCHOOL REPORT DISTRICT NO. I. 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 


The Primary School was taught during the year by Miss Atma A. 
Wier with her former success. We are sorry to say there were more 
tardinesses than last year, but on the other hand, we have the pleasure 
of stating that there were fewer absences. We will only add that the 
school, both as to discipline and improvement, was entirely satisfactory. 


INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL. 


The teacher, Miss KE. Jennie Axprtca, accomplished a large amount 
of labor in this school, having a class from the High School in the 
spring, and a large number of scholars in the winter term, requiring 
many classes, all of which were well drilled and instructed. Excellent 
order and superior recitations were the characteristics of this depart- 
ment; and Miss Aldrich, we think, has earned the reputation of being 
a superior teacher. There were only eight instances of tardiness during 
the three past terms, and the scholars are entitled to much commenda- 
tion for their perseverance. 


ee 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


There was no spring term. 
Mr. Georce R. Brown taught the fall and winter terms. -We think 
Mr. Brown labored faithfully for the advancement of his pupils, and we 
believe most of his scholars appreciated his efforts and made good pro- 
gress in their studies ; yet we are constrained to state that he failed to 
enforce that discipline necessary to make the school all it should have 
been. Prizes were offered by the teacher for the two best declamations 
and compositions, under the stimulus of which, much improvement 

was made in these exercises. 


— 


pao GENERAL REMARKS. 


Under this head we will say but little, asthe remarks of former com- 
mittees, in many respects, are stillapplicable. If we judge by the num- 
ber of visits made to the schools in this district, there is no lack of in- 
terest on the part of the citizens; but we think some do not properly 
apply their influence. We will specify one instance in which we think 
some do not : 

Scholars are sent to school at the commencement of the term as though 
that was to be their first; their most important business; but soon show- 


il 


ers of written requests assail the teacher from Mr. — or Mrs. ——< 
‘¢ Please excuse A or B or C. and oblige, &c.’? No doubt it is some= 
times necessary, but is it not practised very often when there is no good 
reason, thus needlessly disturbing the school and depriving the scholars 
of their schooling? Could we have such an interest in our schools as 
to secure the attendance of all the scholars every day when possible, we 
might expect greater advancement than we have yet seen. 

With pleasure we notice that before the opening of the fall term of 
the Intermediate School, a fine time-piece was placed in the room by 
the generosity of Mrs. Mary D. Faxon, with an accompanying note to 
the teacher, from which we quote: ‘‘ If it provea help to the children 
in forming habits of punctuality and in realizing more fully the value 
of time, and so benefit them and lighten your labors, the object for 
which it has been placed here will be gained.”’ 

J. Wu. KNIGHT, 
J. W. HAYWARD, 
©. M. FOSTER. 
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